HOUSING FOR LOCAL PEOPLE
As parishioners will recall, discussions between the Parish Council and The Rural Housing Enabler (RHE) about the provision of affordable housing were initiated in January 2007, when Jean Fox, the Rural Housing Enabler from Community Impact Bucks, (formerly Bucks Community Action) came to address an open meeting at the village hall.  Councillors felt that there might be a need for affordable housing for the parishioners and wanted to identify what type and size of housing, if any, was needed.

Following Jean’s talk, the Parish Council decided to commission a Housing Needs Survey which was conducted in July 2007. On the whole, the responses were very positive and illustrated general support for an affordable housing project in the village.  Thornborough Parish Plan (May 2008) also identified lack of affordable housing as an issue.
The survey established that Thornborough did have a need for some homes for the villagers.  It’s been a slow process and has taken approximately 2 years but the housing association, The Guinness Trust have tentatively agreed a small area of land suitable for building the homes for local people, they appointed an architect to come up with draft scheme layouts and a basic sketch design has been agreed, one which the planning officer thinks is acceptable and the parish council and landowner are supportive of.

We are now organising, a village information and consultation day on Tuesday 1st June 2010 in the village hall between 2.30pm and 7.30pm. The plans will be displayed and the Rural Housing Enabler, the Housing Association and members of the Parish Council will be on hand to answer any questions.
Public comments are welcomed and the day is also an opportunity for villagers in need of housing to register for the properties if they haven’t already done so.
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Rural exception scheme Cheddington 2008.  Hastoe Housing Association
With thanks to David Parker Architects for supplying the photo
Please remember, like the homes in the picture above, this a small, attractive development, provided in perpetuity for the use of villagers with a strong, provable local connection. 



























