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PRESS RELEASE

Issued by
                         
Aylesbury Vale District Council and
                            
Buckinghamshire County Council                                        

Date:  14 February 2006
Next stage in plans for Milton Keynes expansion confirmed

Aylesbury Vale District Council and Buckinghamshire County Council are being given another chance to have their say on expansion plans for Milton Keynes.
The timetable set by growth board Milton Keynes Partnership to announce a preferred blueprint for homes has been changed to allow additional consultation with key stakeholders, including AVDC and Buckinghamshire County Council, to be carried out this spring.
The Partnership will consult closely with the district and county councils in order to better understand their positions on infrastructure and phasing of growth before deciding on a draft growth strategy to go out for public consultation in June.
The Milton Keynes Partnership shut off its current round of public consultation on 12 January with the intention of announcing a preferred proposal for homes in March. AVDC and Buckinghamshire County Council made strong objections to the growth plan process, which would have involved decisions being made on the location of growth before much of the essential background information was completed and available to comment on.
Next stage in plans for Milton Keynes expansion confirmed (continued)
Councillor Carole Paternoster, Cabinet Member for Planned Development at AVDC, said: “We are pleased that the Partnership is giving everybody more time to consider the long-term implications of different options for the expansion of Milton Keynes. The original timescale in which we were asked to reach a view on such a major issue was far too short and did not allow us to engage in proper democratic or community involvement. 
“The Partnership is proposing very significant growth for Milton Keynes and this is likely to have a major impact on the north of the Vale. It is therefore very important that we take this opportunity to work closely with the Partnership during the consultation process in order to protect and enhance the quality of life in the Vale.”

Councillor Rodney Royston, Cabinet Member for Strategic Planning at Buckinghamshire County Council, said: "The county council welcomes this extra and badly needed phase of consultation on the Milton Keynes options for growth. It is essential that any decisions are based on sound evidence, and we are not satisfied that such evidence is yet fully available. The extended timetable for consultation is therefore welcomed in the interests of correct decision making that will affect the lives of all residents of the Vale."

-END-

Notes to editors:
The Milton Keynes Partnership will submit a preliminary response on the broad strategy for growth to the South East of England Regional Assembly (SEERA) this spring. From March to June, the broad growth directions will be developed into a more detailed strategy. 

Next stage in plans for Milton Keynes expansion confirmed (continued)
Between June and September, the Partnership will consult widely and publicly on the outcome of this process and the option(s) emerging. During this period, there will be a more detailed submission to SEERA building on that made in March.

The Partnership consulted on six options for delivering an additional 70,000 homes in and around Milton Keynes up to 2031. Four of the options involve the expansion of Milton Keynes into the north of Aylesbury Vale. The consultation options suggested the following:

· Option 1 Another 17,300 homes on land within Milton Keynes, plus 8,600 to the south-east of the town and another 8,600 to the south-west (mostly around the Newton Longville area in Aylesbury Vale) 

· Option 2 Another 17,300 homes on land within Milton Keynes, plus another 10,400 to the south-east of the town and 6,900 to the south 

· Option 3 Another 17,300 homes on land within Milton Keynes plus 10,400 to the south-west of the town and 6,900 to the west  (in both cases involving significant growth into Aylesbury Vale in a broad crescent from north of Whaddon to east of Newton Longville)

· Option 4 Another 12,300 homes on land within Milton Keynes, plus 11,100 to the south-east of the town and 11,100 to the south-west  (again in Aylesbury Vale) 

· Option 5 Another 3,300 homes on land within Milton Keynes plus 10,400 to the south-east of the town and 20,800 to the south-west  (extending out towards Little Horwood, Mursley and Drayton Parslow, in Aylesbury Vale)

· Option 6 Another 3,300 homes on land within Milton Keynes plus 10,400 to the south-east of the town and 20,800 to the east of the M1 
At its meeting on 10 January, AVDC’s cabinet didn’t feel able to support any of the six options as they stand. Instead, the cabinet highlighted to the Milton Keynes Partnership that there are potential problems with each of the existing options and recommended that a new option be developed.

Next stage in plans for Milton Keynes expansion confirmed (continued)
For further information from AVDC, please contact:

Councillor Carole Paternoster

Cabinet Member for Planned Development

Tel: 01296 585717

Victoria Thompson

Forward Plans Manager

Tel: 01296 585430

For further information from Buckinghamshire County Council, please contact:

Councillor Rodney Royston

Cabinet Member for Strategic Planning
Tel: 01296 382132
Chris Kenneford

Group Manager for Strategic Planning

Tel: 01296 382453
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