MINUTES OF THORNBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

    MILTON KEYNES EXPANSION PLAN MEETING (MK2031)
A letter was sent to all villagers to explain the possibilities of how MK2031 may affect Thornborough, and inviting people to come along and discuss how we as a village should react to make feelings known, and be proactive in stopping any adverse affect on the village.
Graham Stewart from Whaddon attended to share his experiences along with Charles Ledwood a resident of Thornborough, and a member of the firm who is conducting the study.  
4 residents of the village also attended.

Tristan opened the floor to comments.  All attendees agreed that the aim of the meeting was to make a plan of actions for the future.
How much will be affected by the 421 dualling and how far will MK come towards Thornborough? 

By 2031 the decision has already been made that 70K homes and the supporting infrastructure will be built to expand MK. With 40/50k up to 2021.
3 or 4 options are being developed..  Looking at possibilities for growth.  

By Christmas growth models will be suggested.  From this, there will be suggestions on where this growth will go.

The council should look at where this growth will go.  Growth won’t come as far as Thornborough, however the levels of trafic will increase.  The traffic has already been increasing over the past few years due to employment outstripping the housing So far, there is no change in investment for roads. This is the last thing to be looked at in the transport strategy – between 2006 and 2011.  
Maggie Beech was involved in the original stakeholders group in 2000 when she was chair of the Parish Council. She did not think this was a good process at the time.  Everyone agreed that we needs to be proactive in getting peoples responses and this has been lacking so far.  
It was agreed that there has been a lack of protection for the area from AVDC and we should put pressure on them to protect the AVDC area. -  Local Area Committee and Bucks Highways should be involved.  Bucks – Brakley and Bucks  - Bicester have just been reduced to 50mph, therefore we should be pressing for a 50mph limit on the A421 in advance of them looking at it in 06. 
All agreed that a Parish Plan should be produced and show what the whole parish wants – this should be ratified by AVDC.
We need to state what we want and how we want to deal with the impact.  As there is no direct effect to Thornborough, planners aren’t even considering the consequences. 

There was concern regarding the lack of attendance at this meeting, and whether that was an indication that no one cared, or though that they could do anything. Graham Stewart stated that in his experience working with Whaddon, the Parish Council should be the voice of the village.  Whaddon have been faced with more of these problems as they are in the firing line.  It has taken a long time to educate people what is happening in MK and how it will impact them in the village.  He found that people in the street are very supporting of what the parish council do and what they have achieved, even though they haven’t always been at meetings.  The speed limit review that starts at the end of the year is a good place to start (area 14) put forward the village views on whether or not the speed limit should be reviewed.  
It was agreed that there will be no impact unless all the villages that are close to the A421 all agree and work together.

It was suggested that the communities should get together and try to get their point on the agenda of the local committee meeting.  At a previous meeting that Tam attended they made it clear that they won’t do anything until the review is scheduled.  

Need to get to the MK partnership. They are organising events in the next few months. That is the place to get the feelings of the parish heard -  At a higher level.

Need to sort out who is responsible for what in terms of the council levels, i.e. Parish, District, County, Regional etc.

To gain more interest in the village, we should raise issues regarding getting in and out of the village when the 421 and 422 are busier, that may get people more interested and involved.

Responsibility for the A421 is with Bucks County council – David Rowlands. 
MK partnership transport group – doesn’t have anyone from the Bucks County Council on the group for any of the 1.5 year, 5year or long term plan.  It should be suggested to Bucks Council that someone should be involved.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm.

