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25 September 2006

John Bercow MP
House of Commons

London
SWI1A OAA

Dear Mr Bercow
Flooding in Thornborough on 6 July 2006

Thank you for your letter dated 18 September 2006 concerning the flash flooding incident in
Thornborough.

[ understand from those officers who were directly involved on that day that the flooding was
caused by excessively heavy rainfall running off the dry and hard ground of the fields and
gardens around the village. This caused a flash flood which was intense but short lived. The
water flowing off the fields behind Manor House had enough force to wash fish out of a pond,
break up a footpath and lift a large marble slab, but very rapidly drained away.

The unusual intensity of the storm that day, combined with the unusual nature of the preceding
drought (leading to the dry, hard ground), means that likelihood of such a combination
recurring is very low indeed. However, that does not mean that it couldn’t happen next year.

Normal flood prevention measures would consist of ensuring that the watercourses were clear
of rubbish and not excessively silted up or overgrown and that the drains were clear. Through
the village, the responsibility for the watercourse maintenance lies with the various land
owners and the highway drains are the responsibility of Bucks County Council. None of these
maintenance measures, however, would have prevented flooding from overland flow such as
was experienced on that day. Indeed, ihe speed with which the waters drained away after the
event suggests that the drainage from the village was functioning well. Mud and shingle
remaining after the water drained away was generally from soil washed off the fields, drives
and gardens by the flood water.

AVDC’s role as land drainage authority is to encourage and coordinate the maintenance
efforts of the riparian owners. Environment Agency duties relate only to MAIN rivers.

I am not aware of any Government body that provides proactive guidance, as requested by Dr
Nichols. Nor am I able to suggest any feasible steps that could be taken to prevent a repeat
occurrence, as this would necessitate some form of interception or barrier over the length of
the village. Mr Dawson’s advice at the time was for the affected householders to consider
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