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Department for Environment
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Date 3 June 2005

Dear Mrs Bonney,
“CLEAN NEIGHBOURHOODS AND ENVIRONMENT ACT 2005 =

| am writing to inform you about the timetable for implementing the provisions of the Clean
Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005, which received Royal Assent on 7 April.

The Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 will directly impact on parish
councils in two ways:

e It allows parish councils to issue fixed penalty notices (FPNs) for litter, graffiti, fly-
posting and dog offences.

e It allows parish councils to introduce dog control orders for a range of offences
(effectively replacing the current byelaw system).

Many of the other measures in the Act will also impact on parishes indirectly, as local
authorities (districts and unitaries) are given a wide range of new powers to improve the
local environment.

The Act does not place any new duties on parish councils. The extent to which parishes
wish to exercise the new powers will be up to them.
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Under various current legislation, local authorities (districts and unitaries) can issue fixed
penalty notices for litter, graffiti, fly-posting and dog fouling. The new Act extends those
powers to parish councils (as well as providing additional dog offences for which FPNs can
be issued).

Amounts — whilst upper tier authorities will be able to specify (within a fixed range) the
amount of the penalty for these offences, parishes will not — they will use the amount set
by the district (or the default amount of £75 where the district chooses not to set the level).

The exception to this is for those dog offences where parishes have made an order (see
" below) — here they will be able to specify the amount (within a fixed range). The same
applies to offering a discount for early payment — parishes will only be able to do this for
FPNs for dog offences they have introduced.
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